[Intravenous immunoglobulins in newborn infants at risk of infection. Comparative efficacy of preparations 7S and 5S].
Some reports have been published concerning the positive effects of using intravenous immunoglobulins as immunotherapy and immunoprophylaxis of infection in newborns. The safety and efficacy of intravenously administered gamma globulins 7S versus 5S was evaluated in 64 high-risk neonates. The infants admitted to this study conformed to the following criteria: birth weight less than 1800 g and gestational age less than 34 weeks; receiving intensive care. The infants were classified into two groups: one group received IgG 7S and the other IgG 5S. The incidence of infection and the mortality rate were assessed in each group. The data show that intravenous immunoglobulin infusions of both IgG 7S and IgG 5S are both safe and effective for the prophylaxis and therapy of infection in high-risk newborns.